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’ Invitation to WASD Conference

It gives me great pleasure to invite you all to the World Association for
Sustainable Development’s (WASD) 22nd International Sustainability
Conference to be held at the United Nations, Palais des Nations in Geneva,
Switzerland in the period 22-25 July 2024. WASD is thrilled, for the third
time, to hold its annual conference at the Palais des Nations.

The conference aims to address the key question (practical and theoretical)
of how to accelerate the pace of the implementation of Agenda 2030

when we are already half-way to its finishing line, and the vital role of
educational institutions in driving forward the implementation of the United
Nations’ Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). During the conference, WASD will formally
launch its major initiative, SDGs Universities Initiative (SDGsUN!I).

The conference is expected to bring together more than 450 top experts in
the field of sustainable development (SD), including UN officials, ministers,
universities, high government officials and policy-makers company directors,
academics, researchers, NGOs, women, youth, etc., and leading individuals
and institutions from around the world. The conference is therefore a golden
opportunity for selected international public and private organisations that
have played, and continue to play, a key role in achieving the Agenda 2030
to participate in this prestigious platform, and showcase their past, present
and future projects, services and/or initiatives to the whole world. Clearly
the conference is an excellent opportunity for individuals and universities to
be part of this global event.
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WASD has designed several simple levels of sponsorship for the conference;
please see full details on Page 17 below.

We invite you to explore our brochure (and websites: www.wasd.org.uk | www.
sdgsuniversities.org) and discover for yourself the pioneering work WASD is
doing across the world. WASD is very keen to engage and collaborate very
closely with all academic and research institutions from all over the world. Our
various partnership initiatives and activities, together with our various partners
across the world, aim to strengthen institutions’ capabilities and capacities and
enable them to make big decisions.

In 2023 we celebrated our 20™ Anniversary, and we sincerely hope to have
more opportunities and collaborations with new global partners in 2024 and
beyond.

Please feel free to contact us (admin@wasd.org.uk) if there is any additional
information that you need to know about WASD and its various activities,
particularly the WASD 2024 Conference.

Professor Allam Ahmed

PhD MSc BSc (Hons) FFPH FCIM Chartered Marketer

Founding President & Conference Chair
World Association for Sustainable Development (WASD)

Managing Director
Sustainable Development Goals Universities Initiative (SDGsUNI)
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT UNIVERSITIES

The conference aims to address the key question (practical
and theoretical) of how to accelerate the pace of the United
Nations’ Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, and the
implementation of its 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) when we are already half-way to its finishing line, and
the vital role of educational institutions in driving forward the

1

Dr Petru Dumitriu

Former Inspector - United Nations Joint Inspection Unit

We noted the quality of your annual conferences conceived and
organized as fertile formulas of multi-stakeholder partnerships. It is
against this background that | would kindly invite you to organize your
16 2018 International Annual Conference in Geneva, at the Palais des
Nations. That would allow us to present the work of the Joint Inspection
Unit to a broader audience. , ,

implementation of the Agenda 2030 and its 17 SDGs. ‘



2018 UN Genéve

)  About WASD

The World Association for Sustainable Development (WASD) is a global forum
that brings together experts from across the world to discuss issues relating to
sustainable development (SD), science and technology management.

The aim of WASD is to promote the exchange of knowledge, experience,
information and ideas among academics, scholars, professionals, policy-makers,
industry and students to improve the mutual understanding of the roles of
science and technology in achieving SD all over the world.
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V SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT UNIVERSITIES
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’ Theme

Universities are considered by many scholars as very important for the achievement
of the UN SDGs; the conference will therefore critically address the question of

how universities can accelerate the implementation of the UN 17 SDGs of the 2030
Agenda and embed the 17 SDGs on developing new methods and approaches to
suit the challenges and opportunities of this new era of digital revolution, particularly
Post-COVID-19 global pandemic. These new approaches call for actions to create
different appropriate ways of doing things and of doing new things that will be
essential to solve our future problems and help in the implementation of the 17
SDGs of the 2030 Agenda. A systematic search for opportunities is important to help
to ameliorate the many problems facing universities.

In the pursuit of global sustainability and the achievement of the UN SDGs,
education institutions play a pivotal role in accelerating the implementation of

these ambitious targets. As the bedrock of knowledge dissemination and societal
transformation, educational institutions are uniquely positioned to instil the values
and principles that underpin the SDGs. By integrating sustainable development into
curricula, fostering a culture of innovation, and nurturing socially responsible citizens,
educational institutions can act as catalysts for change. These institutions serve

as vessels of knowledge, shaping the minds of future leaders, entrepreneurs, and
advocates for sustainable development. Through an holistic approach that includes
not only academic instruction but also extracurricular activities, partnerships, and
community engagement, education institutions can shape individuals who are not
only well-versed in the challenges posed by the SDGs but are also equipped with the
skills and mindset needed to address them.

Furthermore, educational institutions function as laboratories of experimentation
and innovation, where new ideas and solutions to global challenges can be
developed and tested. By encouraging research and fostering a collaborative
environment, these institutions contribute directly to the creation of actionable
strategies for SDGs implementation. Moreover, they act as hubs that connect
academia, industry, and government, facilitating interdisciplinary collaboration and
knowledge transfer to accelerate progress towards the realisation of the SDGs and
accelerate implementation of the UN Agenda 2030.
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Participants are invited to address
the following key issues in their contribution

e Status of implementation of national commitments (country case studies).

e Increasing the role of universities in accelerating the implementation of the
Agenda 2030 and its 17 SDGs.

e Improving public health and well-being.

e Using Artificial Intelligence to accelerate development of poor countries
not to accentuate polarisation.

e Achieving SDGs: a perspective from donor countries.

e Encouraging innovation and better use of intellectual resources in the
Global South.

e Impact of COVID-19, wars and conflicts across the world.

Target audience

Academics, researchers, UN agencies, NGOs, civil society groups, women,
youth, students, private sector, business, SMEs, government officials and
agencies and other stakeholders. The conference is expected to bring
together researchers, policy-makers, educators, consultants and employers
from around the world to exchange knowledge and experience and discuss
recent developments and current challenges in both theory and practice. You
can also browse examples of our previous speakers here:
(www.wasd.org.uk/conferences/speakers/).

The conference programme will be published two weeks before the
conference date and will normally be tentative and subject to changes due to
the large number of participants. For a sample programme structure, please
check our previous conference programmes.



Deadline for Abstract Submission: 15 May 2024

Deadline for Paper Submission: 29 May 2024
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We welcome submissions on our conference theme
(https:/wasd.org.uk/listing/accelerate-sdgs2030-/#call-for-papers)
and encourage conference participants to propose papers and sessions
that will be of interest to a diverse audience.

Outlook 2024 and Journals

Papers submitted prior to the deadline will be included in the World Sustainable
Development Outlook 2024

(https:/wasd.org.uk/listing/outlook/); this is a high-quality publication that has
been published by WASD since 2003 in partnership with various publishers.

All papers included in the Outlook 2024 will also be reviewed for possible
inclusion in WASD refereed journals (https:/wasd.org.uk/all-journals/).

-

Submit your Paper

Submissions of papers (no more than ONE paper per author)
are invited in any topic of the conference theme directly to
Mrs Janet Snow (janet.snow@wasd.org.uk).

Call for Track Chairs

We are looking for nominations for track chairs who will be interested in supporting
the conference organising committee in selecting and reviewing the papers
submitted for the conference. If interested, please contact

Mrs Janet Snow (janet.snow@wasd.org.uk).



mailto:janet.snow%40wasd.org.uk?subject=
mailto:janet.snow%40wasd.org.uk?subject=
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Conference Proceedings
Citation Index

’ Conference Proceedings

THOMSON REUTERS
WEB OF KNOWLEDGE

WASD will edit all papers submitted prior to the deadline and include them in the conference proceedings,
World Sustainable Development Outlook. These proceedings, with ISBN and ISSN registration number, are high-
quality publications listed in the Thomson Reuters Conference Proceedings Citation Index Database/Web of
Science Core Collection (CPCI); Clarivate; Scopus; British Library; ABI/Inform (ProQuest); Crossref and most
top universities across the world, such as Oxford, Harvard, Cambridge. Our proceedings are also respected all
over the world by leading academic and professional bodies such as the World Bank, European Commission,
and maijor universities in the UK (Oxford, Cambridge, London, etc.), USA (Stanford, NY, California), Australia

(Queensland, Sydney, Griffith), etc.
open
access

This publication focuses on
sustainable development with a
view to encouraging forward thinking
in solving global sustainability
problems. Drawing on the expertise
of a diverse cultural and national
range of contributors, this title
boasts its position as a truly global
source book. Outlook 2007 examines
a number of environmentally-
linked subjects from education and
knowledge management to climate
change and trade and development.
The title provides a coherent overview
of sustainable development and a
holistic approach to finding effective
solutions to global issues.

The Environmentalist, magazine of
the IEMA (Institute of Environmental
Management & Assessment),

21 July 2008
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’ Indexing and Ranking

All our publications are listed and indexed in various international Indexing and
Ranking platforms such as Scopus; INSPEC; ReadCube Discover; ABI/Inform
(ProQuest); Cabell’s Directory of Publishing Opportunities; British Library; Crossref;
Australian Business Deans Council (ABDC) and the Norwegian Centre for Research
Data (NSD). Our publications are also included in the various Databases and Ebooks
managed by ProQuest: ProQuest Central, Central Essentials, Central Student, One
Academic; ProQuest Research Library Prep; ProQuest Premium Collection (Business,
Social Science, Health Research).
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Previous Keynote Speakers

Academics and Researchers

Prof. Thomas Schelling

2005 Nobel Prize Laureate — Economics
University of Maryland
USA

Prof. Frances Stewart

Professor Emeritus of
Development Economics
University of Oxford

Prof. Janet Druker

Senior Pro-Vice Chancellor
Canterbury Christ Church University
United Kingdom

25T

Proi. Ehab Abdel-Rahman

Provost
American University in Cairo

Egypt

Prof. Mark E. Smith

President and Vice-Chancellor
University of Southampton
United Kingdom

Proi. Llisa Laakso

Rector
University of Tampere
Finland

Proi. Bakri Saeed

President
Association of African Universities
Ghana

"~
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Dr Joyce (apelli

President and executive Director
Instituto Melhores Dias
Brazil

\
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Prof. Gurinder Singh

Group Vice Chancellor
Amity Universities
India
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Previous Keynote Speakers
Academics, Researchers & Students

Proi. Farida Fortune

Lead Centre for Oral Immunobiology
& Regenerative Medicine
Queen Mary University of London, UK

Dr Michael Greger

Director Public Health
and Animal Agriculture
Humane Society, USA

Year 9 Student
London
UK

Proi. Mohammad Nasih

Rector
University of Airlangga
Indonesia

Sarah Collymore

Headteacher
St George’'s CE Primary School
UK

Proi. Clement Sankat

Pro-Vice Chancellor & Principal
University of the West Indies
Trinidad & Tobago

Prof. Lynette Louw

Deputy Dean, Faculty of Commerce
Rhodes University
South Africa

Proi. Aled Jones

Director
Global Sustainability Institute
UK

Global Health Consultant,
Women Leadership Programme
Oxford University, UK

124
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Previous Keynote Speakers
United Nations & International Organisations
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H. E. Arancha Gonzalez

H. E. Olga Algayerova

Executive Secretary Secretary General Executive Director

United Nations Economic International Maritime International Trade Centre,
Commission for Europe Organization (IMO) UN & WTO

Y ol

-y
H. E. Dr Hend Al Muitah

Erol Kiresepi Jorge Laguna-Celis
President International Permanent Representative of Qatar Director Governance Affairs Office
Organisation of Employers to the UN Office at Geneva & other United Nations Environment
CEO of Santa Farma International Organizations Programme

Pharmaceuticals Switzerland Kenya

i Proi. Mohamed Hassan i
Helen Gillman 01. 10 Samia Melhem
Senior Knowledge M t Specidlist Chair Global Lead on Digital
enior fnowledge Management Specialis United Nations University Council Development World Bank
International Fund for Agricultural sudan oA

Development
Italy
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' Previous Keynote Speakers
Governments, Private Sector & Youth
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H. E. Sheikh Nahyan Al Nahyan Councillor Lynda Hyde H. E. Stephenson King
Minister of Higher Education Mayor Prime Minister

and Scientific Research City of Brighton and Hove St. Lucia

United Arab Emirates United Kingdom
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Helen Medina H. E. John Nsambu

~—'/

Senior Manager Public Affairs State Minister of ICT Minister of Higher Education
Nestlé Uganda and Scientific Research
Switzerland Sudan

~

Proi. Jamel-Eddine Gharbi Ella Roberison H. E. Fahmi Al Jowder
Minister of Planning and Regional Managing Director Minister of Works
Development One Young World Electricity & Water Authority

Former Vice President University United Kingdom Kingdom of Bahrain
of Jendouba
Tunisia
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WASD is delighted to have been working very closely with various United Nations Agencies,
most specifically with the UN Joint Inspection Unit (JIU). Both JIU and WASD are inspired
by the conviction that the UN Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development (SD) and

the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide the momentum for renewed

UN engagement with the public and private sectors.

In 2018, WASD collaborated with JIU on the UN project Strengthening
policy research uptake in the context of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, aimed at reviewing the policy research uptake
in service of the 2030 Agenda for SD. For the first time in its 52 year history,
the UN (aided by WASD) officially consulted academics and researchers
from all over the world on the policy research uptake in the UN.

In 2019, WASD also worked very closely with the UN JIU to undertake a UN
system-wide review of policies, programmes, and platforms to support
learning and enhance the adequacy of training policies in the UN. The report
Policies and platforms in support of learning: towards more coherence,

coordination, and convergence was launched officially on 28 October 2020 at

the opening of WASD’s Online Learning Conference. \ =
These various initiatives and events with the UN JIU have encouraged WASD to

launch its Sustainable Development Goals Universities Initiative (SDGsUNi). W

RER/20202
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' SDGs UNIVERSITIES INITIATIVE

In May 2020, WASD established the Sustainable Development Goals Universities
Initiative (SDGsUN:I). SDGsUN:i brings together Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)
(universities, colleges and research institutes), societies (academic/professional) and
individuals from across the world in a global forum to collaborate and reconnect

with the discourse of Sustainable Development (SD). SDGsUNi will therefore help
universities and research institutions to play a critical role in enabling their countries to
achieve the UN'’s 17 SDGs.

“ ’ In collaboration with several international leading universities
’ in the world and to achieve the United Nations Agenda 2030
SUSTA,NABLE and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goal

- DEVELOPMENT - 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the

Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, WASD delivers
‘ ‘ courses that are accredited by most countries’ Ministries of
Higher Education.

' Why Now?

In the post-COVID-19 era, universities must confront the new realities that are rapidly
manifesting themselves in a diversely complex and fast-changing world. Business

as usual will not suffice. Universities need to be expansively re-focused in order to
become more sensitive and responsive to its mission of developing graduates who, in
addition to conventional graduate training, are also able to fight the intellectual battle
for self-confidence and self-assertion as equal players in the global and intensely
competitive knowledge/digital economy.

In addition to a distance learning mode of delivery, WASD also
offers its programmes/courses face-to-face in weekly teaching
blocks in the UK or overseas. We provide additional supervision
and assessment time designed to fit around your personal and
professional commitments. There is also an opportunity for students
to complete a higher degree with an advance standing by gaining
exemptions based on Units studied on other programmes/courses.
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Sponsorship Opportunities

To achieve its goals, WASD accepts support and donations from individuals
and organisations across the world. Your donation will make a significant
contribution to our annual conferences and workshops by giving the
opportunity to our delegates from the developing countries to participate

in the conference and engage with colleagues from the rest of the world.
We also use your donation to support our various community engagement
initiatives particularly those relating to Children, Youth and Women.
Therefore, your company name will potentially be seen and appreciated by a
large number of people.

The conference is a golden opportunity for all organisations to join the global
conversation on sustainable development and policy research. There are
many ways your organisation can become involved, including the opportunity
to join the conference keynote panels.

Please see the four simple levels of sponsorship package
(https:/wasd.org.uk/listing/accelerate-sdgs-2030/#sponsorship)
available to suit a variety of budgets, whether you are an individual wishing
to make a small donation or corporate donor aiming to support the
conference and WASD.



(https://wasd.org.uk/listing/accelerate-sdgs-2030/#sponsorship)
http://www.wasd.org.uk/coronavirus/sponsorship/
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' Clients and Partners
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